
Colonial America  



New England 
Colonies  

ÅReligion played a central 
role  
ÅBoston became the largest 

city  
ÅBecame an area of small 

farms and towns 



Puritans  
ÅWanted to reform the 

Church of England  
ïPurify it  

ÅMass migration to New 
England in the 1630s  
ÅLed by John Winthrop 
ïά/ƛǘȅ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ Ƙƛƭƭέ     

ÅCreated a General Court 
ÅBelieved that the Church 

had supreme power   
ÅOnly allowed Puritans to 

vote 
ÅFounded Harvard to 

educate ministers  



Thomas Hooker and Connecticut  

ÅLeft Massachusetts 
because he felt the 
government and the 
church had too much 
power  
ÅLed 100 settlers to the 

Connecticut River  
ÅFundamental Orders of 

Connecticut ς 1639  
ïAll men could vote 
ï[ƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 

power  

ÅBecame a separate 
colony in 1662  

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bd/Hooker_and_Company_Frederic_Edwin_Church.jpeg


Roger Williams  

ÅStrongly believed in 
religious tolerance  

ïLetting others practice 
their own beliefs  

ÅOrdered to leave 
Massachusetts  

ïSeen as a danger  

ÅFounded the colony of 
Rhode Island in 1636   

ÅAllowed complete 
freedom of religion  

 



Anne Hutchinson  

ÅQuestioned church 
leaders 

ÅVery outspoken and 
persuasive   

ÅBelieved women 
could interpret the 
Bible  

ÅBanished from 
Massachusetts and 
went to Rhode Island  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/Anne_Hutchinson_on_Trial.jpg


YƛƴƎ tƘƛƭƭƛǇΩǎ 
War  

ÅNew England colonists 
began expanding into 
Native American land  
ÅPopulation 1670 ς 45,000  
ÅMetacom ( Chief of the 

Wampanoag Tribe)  
ïCalled King Phillip by the 

English  

ÅAttacked and destroyed 12 
towns and killed more than 
600 colonists  
ÅEventually captured and 

sold into slavery in the West 
Indies 



Life in Colonial 
New England  

ÅEverything centered 
around towns and the 
church  

ÅSabbath was followed  

ÅTown meetings  
ïVoted on issues  

ïCommunity projects  

ÅShipbuilding and trade 
ran the economy  

ÅPuritan influence began 
to decline in the 1700s  



Salem Witch 
Trials  

ÅWitchcraft was 
condemned in England  

Å1692-93: In Salem, 
Massachusetts 150 
people were arrested 
and imprisoned for 
witchcraft 

Å19 were eventually 
executed  

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/68/Matteson-witch.jpg
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